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THE USE OF GROUP WORK TO IMPROVE STUDENTS’ 

ABILITY IN READING SHORT STORY 
       Mardan Tefi 

STKIP SOE, English Education Program 

     mardantefi@gmail.com 

     Abstract 

This journal aimed to describe students’ improvement on reading short story through 

the use of group work technique. There were 24 students of grade eight of SMP Kristen 1 

SoE as the participants. The researcher used Classroom Action Research (CAR) as the 

research design and collect the data by using test, in the form of pre-test, post-test and 

students’ observation checklist. This study consisted of two cycle. In cycle one, consisted of 

three meetings and cycle two, consisted of two meetings. Students has  improvement, the 

students being active in the process of teaching and learning. The result of this study showed 

that students’ result of pre-test was 20%, students’ result of post-test 1 was 66,12% 

meanwhile, students’ result in post-test 2 was 71%. Based on the result gathered, the 

researcher concluded that students’ reading short story improved significantly after the 

application of group work in teaching and learning process. The result of this study indicated 

that Group work technique could improve students’ reading short story. 
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Introduction 

 

Reading is one of the skills that are needed by student in learning a second 

language. Learning English as foreign language has raise its position as a trending 

field in language transformation in Indonesia. Reading activities in the classroom are 

important parts of teaching English since reading can help students to read in English 

and develop their fluency. However, in reading, students sometimes find some 

difficulties like lack of self of confidance, lack of vocabulary, deficient grammatical 

pattern and also grapic symbol. Therefore, the appropriate teaching technique should 

be applied in order to improve students’ reading skill. As the core practitioners, the 

teacher demanded to help students build their knowledge in English as the second 

language expecially in reading short story using group work technique. Referring to 

the topic and problems above, it was important to considere some notions which 

certainly become the focus as proposed solution in this study. So, the researcher is 

interested to use group work technique to improve students ability in reading because 

by using group work, student can share ideas with other friends to find out how 

group work can motivate them to read more. It could be seen when the students had 

an English text given by the teacher, and the students looked attracted to read with 

their friends because they  can work together. Roney (2010) describes group work as 

a classroom practice where students work in group to construct knowledge and 
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