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Abstract 

 This study aimed to find out students’ problems in writing and their strategies used to 

overcome the problems in improving basic writing skill. The participants were 15 students 

of Basic writing class, English education Program. This is a qualitative research so the 

instruments   used in this research were students’ drafts and interview. Based on students’ 

draft, researcher found students problems in writing and based on interview the researcher 

knew students’ strategies that they use to overcome the problems in improving basic writing 

skill. The result of this study showed that, students’ problems in writing consist of four 

elements problems such as: Grammar problems, vocabulary, organization and content. 

Besides that, students’ strategies that they use to overcome the four elements problems in 

writing such as: find the form of tenses, read English text, practice to write in English, listen 

to English songs, watching English movie, memorize vocabulary, brainstorming, re-read the 

text and peer-editing. Therefore, after students implemented those strategies, their writing 

were improved. The improvement such as: Students can structure the sentences well based 

on grammatical pattern correctly, they can write in any paragraphs because they have a lot of 

vocabularies, they can organize their ideas into a good paragraph, they can explore their 

ideas well to be a good content of writing, their lecturer understands with their writing and 

they get good score from their lecturer. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

 English is important language in the world. It is important because English is used as 

an international language of communication around the world. In education, English is also 

important which is needed by the students when they learn at school or university level. 

English has four skills which consist of listening, speaking, reading and writing. All of them 

are useful and must be mastered by students when they learn English. One of the skills who 

has important role is writing. Writing is an important skill in learning process. In English, 

writing is known as a media of communication in written form. As stated by Maryanti 

(2014), writing is a way of communicating a message to a reader for a purpose. The purpose 

is to express ideas, opinion and provide  information to the readers. It means that, writing is 

a way to express ideas or opinion trough paper. In writing, people apply everything that they 
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